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Montmorin, madame takes me aside to know the success of my application to her husband. I tell her that he does not absolutely agree, but I think he will. I think, however, that he has at bottom some reason which he will not communicate as yet.
" Call on Madame de la Suze.    Here I am told that the Duke of Orleans has declared his bankruptcy, and put his affairs into the hands of trustees, who allow him a pension. I did expect to have met the Comte de Moustier here, but am disappointed.    Return home and read.    M. de Montmorin repeated to me this morning wh,at he had once mentioned before, viz., that he considers it indispensably necessary that the Queen should be present at the discussion of affairs of the Cabinet, and that for this purpose there should be a Privy Council, to which Malouet * should be admitted.    I do not see the use of this, neither do I conceive his reason.    If he expects, through Malouet, to govern that little council, he mistakes his man ; at least, I think so.    I told M. de Molleville that it appeared to me most fitting to remove Duportail at present and place there some brave, honest soldier, without much regard to his abilities, and then, when Moustier comes forward, to place him (Molleville) as Garde des Sceaux, and Bougainville as Minister of the Marine.    He approves of this, but wishes to stay where he is until he shall have gained some reputation by putting the affairs of that department in order." " I  find  Messieurs   de   Malouet [October   25th]   and Moustier at Madame de StaeTs to-night.    The former tells me that he has advised M. de Montmorin to quit his post. He says that the Garde des Sceaux keeps the King in constant alarm, and governs him by his fears, so that M. de Montmorin has very little influence left.    He says that I
* Pierre Victor Malouet was a member of the States-General in 1789, and i>ecam3 prominent as a Liberal Royalist.
